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January 3, 2018

Dear Parents and Guardians:

As you know, winter is upon us. Despite the unpredictability in weather conditions,
school continues to operate. The weather forecast for this week is calling for extreme
temperatures. Although temperatures may plummet to below zero conditions, children and
parents should plan for school to remain in session.

The benchmark used to consider closing school due to temperature and wind chill has been
established by recommendations from the health field — when the wind chill is expected to
reach -25 degrees (25 degrees below zero), schools should consider the conditions and determine
whether closing school is appropriate. With the local forecast predicting such conditions for later
this week, please know we are monitoring the situation closely. News of weather-related delays
and cancellations will be shared via TV and radio as well as Pal-Mac's School Messenger
System, social media, and website.

It is extra important to remember to bundle children to prepare for being outside for walks
to a bus stop or to school. The same is true when children are waiting for the school bus. (High
School students especially need this reminder to dress for warmth not fashion.) Warm clothing
includes jackets, gloves, scarves, and boots. If your family needs assistance in the provision of
warm, suitable clothing, please contact the Health Office at your child's school.

Our bus drivers are sensitive to student pickups during extreme cold. It is not necessary for
students to wait outside for extended periods in order to catch the bus. Drivers are trained to
provide the right balance of time to allow students to safely board the bus and maintain a
reasonable schedule for arrival to school.

As expressed in a letter earlier this school year, no perfect decision exists with regard to
the weather. If you do not feel as though it is safe for your child to attend school, use
your best judgment as to whether a child should attend. Information regarding weather-related
closings can be found on the District's website (palmaccsd.org).

Thank you for your continued understanding and support.

Sincerely,

Bob Ike

Superintendent
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